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The publication of the Yurihonjo City Handbook

Yurihonjo boasts the largest area of any municipality in Akita
Prefecture. The city was created16 years ago with the March 22,
2005 amalgamation of the city of Honjo and the Yuri District
towns of Yashima, Iwaki, Yuri, Ouchi, Higashiyuri, Nishime and
Chokai.

With magnificent Mount Chokai, the top-class Koyoshi River,
which enriches the lives of the people, and the Sea of Japan, with
its attractive white sands and beautiful sunsets, Yurihonjo offers
picturesque scenery that weaves together the natural beauty of
the mountains, rivers and seas in a way that is unique even in
Japan.

Along with the completion of the Sogobosai Park and Yurihonjo
Arena, which is a hub for sports, disaster prevention and other
events that draw crowds, sites such as the Chokaisan Wooden
Toy Museum have opened, and we anticipate that these will
increase the inflow of tourists and generate lively activities.

Furthermore, the Nihonkai-Tohoku Expressway, an important
traffic route, is steadily progressing and the portion between the
prefectural border areas is forecast to be fully open in 2026.
WithYurihonjo's further development as a university town
centered around the prefectural university, plus the concentration
of high-tech companies in the city, new cultural exchanges and
possibilities are increasing.

Yurihonjo® s agricultural industry and agricultural communities
are passing on their long history and traditions as the city works
towards further development and a new history. We hope that,
through this City Handbook, you will get a sense of what Yuri-
honjo is like today and learn how we are trying to build a vibrant
and creative city where people and nature coexist.
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In Yurihonjo, the top priority in slowing population . = PN T — E S . 74
decline and evolving into a new city is the greater A ’E$$ﬁ = ’fA :F*E7 7 A Z(H:E%iﬂ C *AEE*UL‘F
reinforcement of the industrial base and enhancement of — ~ s e . oS
employment measures, which are linked to the biggest E $H$*UT7 J T~ I\ '7_7 riﬂ': X .I/J:\¥J ;% *kEa InETALk":?éE/ \ZJ["%iE
factor in encouraging people to settle here: income
stability.

In order to make Yurihonjo a place where people,
goods and ideas come together and where residents and
those hoping to move here can readily find work, our
efforts to proactively create jobs include nurturing a
business environment where it is easy for people to take
on the challenge of starting a new business.

In the fields of commerce and industry, in addition to
strategic promotional activities targeting new industrial
In the fields of commerce and industry, in addition to
strategic promotional activities targeting new industrial
locations including the expansion of the Honjo Industrial
Park, in order to achieve resilient industrial agglomera-
tion and create jobs, by implementing collaborations
between industry, academia, government and finance we
will provide multi-layered support for the ambitious efforts
of businesses who are working to promote digitalization
and establish the Yurihonjo brand as a regional technol-
ogy brand.

In the fields of agriculture, forestry and fishing, along
with efforts to develop regionally-branded specialties and
expand production and markets, we encourage stable
forestry management through planned planting, nurturing
and thinning and strive to stabilize long term fishery
management by securing and breeding resources in
order to create high added value aimed at highly
competitive regional branding of local agricultural
produce.

In the field of tourism, with the “Chokaisan Tourism
Vision” as a guideline for achieving the widespread
development of tourism centered on Mount Chokai, we
are striving to increase the inflow of tourists and revital-
ize the tourism industry by reinforcing experience-based
tourism that makes good use of our blessed natural
environment and the history and culture rooted in our
region, establishing hubs for tourism and interaction and
enhancing transportation systems (secondary access),
as well as making effective use of the Chokai Dam, which
also has great potential as a new tourism resource.
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Honjo Yuri Techno Network was established through the mutual cooperation of local businesses and Akita Prefectural
University as a place that distributes information that values connections with the local community and Every year, more
and more companies understand what we do and join us.

Recently we have been conducting activities which leverage specialized fields that are familiar to the region, born out
of collaborations between students and companies.

For example, in the “live challenges” brought in by companies wanting to use the various pieces of equipment in the
industry-university joint research centers, students who have learned to use the equipment are deployed and, by
responding to resolve problems, they are able to gain valuable experiences they could not learn in the classroom.
There' s no text book that can beat that. In that way, through the meeting of people and companies, | think there is a
chance that students who come from other prefectures might stay in Yurihonjo. There have also been cases in which
local companies learned about presentations by students that have developed into joint research projects.

| think the strength of the Honjo Yuri Techno Network, which is linked to regional cooperation, is the fact that we
convene specialist committees where company engineers and university instructors gather to talk face to face and a
variety of needs and knowledge can be shared.
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| have heard that the business started in the days of post-war housing reconstruction when lumber mills were thriving. A
lot of lumber was needed in those days, and cedar from Akita was even sent to Kanto. Regular maintenance of the
mountain forests is vital in the logging of good-quality lumber. However, due to the increase in the use of imported
lumber, which was cheaper than domestic lumber, management became difficult and many forests were neglected, and
there were times when business did not go very well. In such an environment, the number of lumber mills gradually
declined.

As for lumber sales, we can hardly compete with sawmills that can mass-produce it. Therefore, the lumber processing
that had previously been done manually by carpenters is now performed by machines based on CAD drawings created
at this company. The processing time is shortened and the quality of the processing is improved, and | think that this has
helped us deal with the lack of carpenters. In response to Akita Prefecture's "Wood First Homebuilding Promotion
Company”, it has become easier to propose the use of lumber from Akita and our own company's products as materials.

The flow of raw materials has also changed with the times. We are able to match the right materials to our customers’
requirements and we aim to be a lumber mill whose characteristics are tailored to customers’ needs.
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In the Hirane district of Chokai, the condition of their cultivated fields was poor, individuals owned only a
small area of land each, and some people said that they were worried about the future of agriculturemanage-
ment. Taking advantage of the opportunity provided by an infrastructure project, the momentum increased to
establish a corporate body that would be a central management entity for regional agriculture. With young
people at its core, the entity has accumulated farmland through land readjustment, grown high-profit produce
at a horticultural mega-complex, and creates stable employment for the local residents who make up its
workforce. Furthermore, a subsurface irrigation system that maintains drainage and controls water levels
was used in dry field farming as well as paddy fields, leading to stable management.

Combined management proceeded with the regional brand “Akita gentian” (a type of herb), along with small
chrysanthemums and asparagus as the key products. We now practice greenhouse cultivation in the winter
and have worked to maintain profit growth and regional employment.

To streamline work and reduce production costs, in the future we plan to introduce dense seedling cultiva-
tion and self-driving rice planting machines and the use of drones to spray pesticides. We will speed up the
implementation of cost reduction, energy savings and smart farming and will work together so that the young
people taking over will be able to envision next-generation agriculture and their dreams of scaling up.
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Yurihonjo is located at the foot of Mount Chokai, where the pastures that feed our cattle grow lush in the
clean air and mineral-rich water. With Akita Yuri Gyu beef, we want to do something different from other
beef-producing areas, and farmers all over Japan have started giving their cattle feed rice at an earlier stage
of life. Also, this is a region where rice cultivation is widespread with an environment in which it is easy to
use rice as feed, utlimately leading to good-quality fattening. As a result, the fatty meat is tender, and | think
we have produced a very refined flavor with a good taste that you can really savor.

It takes about 20 months until the cattle are shipped. No matter what, some initial investment is required, so
I am concerned that the number of new farmers who will raise these cattle is not increasing. Although our
numbers are small, we are all doing our best to tell people what is so appealing about Akita Yuri Gyu beef. |
would be happy if just a few young successors were interested.

I hope all consumers will eat plenty of beef, both on special occasions and for everyday meals. That is why |
try to carefully raise each animal, so as not do disappoint consumers’ expectations of the regional brand.
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manner and advancing the creation of new regional

attractions that make use of them, the city's residents,
businesses, universities and related organizations are

united in working to build a low-carbon society and e = \) AY —
prevent global warning. They are pursuing this through sy /Jﬁ\ |_ AY A /{ N [ : ( :l: N —::‘)1"
efforts to form a resource recycling society and to g 5 s ﬁ P vd ,I W O , \':' I ﬂ: ':[X
actively utilize renewable energy and the variety of ==t o = : '
energy resources in the region. g =

Furthermore, along with our plans to form a community
network for education, health care, welfare, business and
other elements that utilizes the the vital functions of
surrounding regions with the urban center’ s concentra-
tion of city functions, we are promoting the improvement
of the transportation systems that link functional concen-
tration areas with each settlement and the maintenance
of lifestyle infrastructure such as water works. In
addition to permanent settlement, we are also working to
develop a safe, secure, comfortable living environment
that promotes the acceptance of the people who move
here from outside the city.

[(BEAEHE2]

Moreover, to develop a functional social infrastructure
that generates the revitalization of a variety of interac-
tions and industries, we are improving road networks,
railways, regional transportation and advanced communi-
cation infrastructure, and steadily advancing snow
control measures in winter. In particular, we are collabo-
rating with the related organizations to provide sustain-
able regional transportation based on the actual situation
in order to maintain seniors’ ability to get around and to
address areas with no public transportation.

We are also spreading awareness to residents of
“saving your own life” and supporting their ability to take
the appropriate actions in evacuating when a disaster
occurs. Our society is aging, so we are working to
strengthen daily connections among residents and
reinforce cooperation with related organizations and
groups so that people will have a cooperative attitude
and be able to help each other evacuate in their
neighborhood.
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In Japan, it seems that damage due to natural disasters such as earthquakes and torrential rain happens
every year in every region. In a major disaster, it is difficult for firefighters to handle everything alone, and
they must face the disaster in cooperation with the volunteer fire corps and voluntary disaster prevention
organizations, centered on the concept of “help yourself, help your community, help the public”. One of the
fire department's activities is conducting fire prevention lectures related to disasters, including fires, - S
emergency drills and lifesaving training courses at sites such as neighborhood associations and workplaces, EE$|J$:{1FH$:{1/% Bﬁ%
but we want these to also be opportunities for all residents to gain disaster awareness. EEES

No single thing is most important, but when a great variety of disasters occurs, we ask that you be able to /J\; m

respond appropriately. Along with our regular training, we update our equipment, such as firefighting
vehicles and ambulances, and strive to be able to respond with a complete system in an emergency.
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This is a one-stop site for people hoping to move to Yurihonjo, as well as students
returning after university, to ask about work, housing and daily matters such as how to
dispose of garbage. There are people who want to get involved with the region, seeking
experiential programs such as experience in working at a business or on a farm, or
student internships. We proactively mediate and develop interactions between them and
the region and businesses.
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At a time when | was looking for a new challenge in my life, | learned that a business in Yurihonjo was
looking for a successor. | was unsure at first, but my wife’ s mother lives here and the people in charge in
the city supported me enthusiastically, so we decided to move here.

When | tried living here, | often felt a kind of rapport with the people, including customers. They have always
helped me, and in the future | want to repay this region for having accepted me.

The restaurant has always been beloved by the community and the previous owners are very knowledge-
able and skilled. With a variety of instructions and support, | am studying every day to take over and
continue the concept and the flavors of the café. As | become able to do more by myself, | hope to create my
own flavors. | want to make this a restaurant that is even more beloved by the people in the region.

BB EYNG, SNBFAETEEREEENRESE. BDELRE, BEBNERMEZRD, BINLHE
BOIREABROMIRT 732, RERMREEREEET.

HEEIEER, REROBEMAEEN, ARPRME, REHEDERITOTEOR. —BHEARERMDE, LIER
AR RIS i IR RS,

BRAGEERRZEMAPNEE, ZAINSMORIFSENMRNNAL. EEEEUASITT, RTMTEIS
AEFHIIESINE, REXEESHEE. RFEBEENILINECEMNEHNRER, RIEEDMEECHINE 2
SRS EINZ R EAPIREE,

—

ZER

BHO

BRRIK

BZE/NVUER

BRAN—T

EEAERNELY

N LY hR—/X—

[lizorays]

42

RS

TI——h

S
-a—

F

SFTIbSaEaTC
Sy
”~N

- R BIR

AFS PRI — SN oo CEREEA

BN ANV
CI SR ENARE | oefoiet

—
-
J
()

3
F

& O . mmRat SRR
SEHFORIMRR L oboH TmoKHO Hh

AL
>N

P
-

- B g

HOME A
HFEESIR | TS OIS

Sy

N

SN BT IR

ASEO SR N | B S %
JERREESACKED I o}

(|

SR FTHHHE O A ST G FT AR YR

STB=G TR

Jist

An
o=
7l

."

B FARET AR - AEHEE

As a municipal park that is also used for evacuation, the role of the
disaster prevention park is to be a wide-area evacuation zone. At the
park, we conduct rescue operations, distribute emergency support
supplies and receive and transmit information when a disaster has
occurred. In addition, a few days after the occurrence of a disaster, the
park functions as a life-saving evacuation site that is a hub for restora-
tion and reconstruction where we support emergency activities such
as some temporary housing. Every room, including the arena, is
changed into an evacuation site, an evacuation headquarters, a
volunteer support hub and so on.
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achieved through both the intentions of each individual — 7y =g o s s,
resident and the provision of social support. We strive to *E*JJ:@ rﬁkﬁ*ﬁ Eﬁ?g I:IJ E E’)‘L \%lﬁ:%i%
increase residents’ interest in health and to perfect a
system that is easy to use and actively encourages
medical examinations, including physical examinations
and health checkups. At the same time, we encourage
residents’ voluntary activities to maintain their own
health. We are also engaged in effective health promotion
measures to address the characteristics of diseases in
the city.

Furthermore, we are working on comprehensive
assistance polices for child-raising, including the creation
of an environment that makes work-life balance possible,
with a policy that fundamentally puts children-first. Our
goal is for children to grow up without worries and to
create a society that is full of the joys of raising children.

In the field of elder care, we promote the prevention of

R
i

dementia and the prevention of the need for care
throughout the region along with encouraging the estab-
lishment of a proper lifestyle and the popularization of
social participation and community support activities,
which are linked to the creation of a sense of purpose.
By working to enhance the city’ s own community-based
comprehensive care system, we support each other with
the strength of community and further advance the
creation of a community in which everyone is healthy.

In addition, to enhance the welfare of people with
disabilities, we will further boost community understand-
ing of illnesses and people with disabilities while aiming to
create a comprehensive and continuous system to
support lifestyles that respect the wishes of these people
regardless of their disability or illness.

To achieve a society in which communities coexist, we
are building a system in which, with residents and
various support organizations linked and the public and
private sectors united, problems can be resolved regard-
less of age or field in order to create a community where
we support each other, centered on the existing social
security system.
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This is a brand-new facility and even small children can play freely and safely indoors here. There are very
few places that have a lot of toys for a wide range of ages, even indoors, where children can play for no
charge, so it is very helpful to have a place like this. We can experience things that we can't at home, and A . i .! b ‘\
rather than just raising children at home, | think it" s excellent stimulation for both the mothers and the kinds. i '
| exchange concerns and information about raising children with the mothers I've met here. | can talk about gaE =t NZ
things that | can only discuss with others in the same situation, which is refreshing and helps eases my I Hﬂ%uﬁﬁ:l—'ﬁg & :5 7Y 55 a b
worres. pale) o N

The staff teachers are always here, too. Having already raised their own children, they reassure us by ¢ i i
listening sympathetically and providing support. . '%'E% i %?é A Emﬂ,gvﬁ, .
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Public health nurses, licensed social workers and the chief nursing care support specialist are assigned to
the Regional Comprehensive Support Center, where they receive a wide range of requests from seniors
aged 65 and over and their families for advice on maintaining health and stabilizing lifestyles. If it is difficult
for you to come to the Center, we can also visit you directly to respond to your inquiries. Please contact us if

-3-0 ﬁ‘@ﬁﬁﬁﬂ ‘:%ﬁ;& 7.)) H'% rﬁ"'ﬁj t ~ . X - y you have any problems with caregiving.
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In Yurihonjo, we have implemented education that is I~ - = — . - = I=F=3
based on the characteristics of every developmental d331=—71 17 W ﬂﬂﬁﬁ@ﬁt %“‘ngb U D & Z‘Hy U 1/'5%%3-%9&'%/]\0)/“3
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full of humanity and an enterprising spirit, and we strive
to stimulate rich minds and sensitivity and to nurture solid
academic ability.

In addition, as a “community school” town, we promote
interactive collaboration between the school, the home
and the community. We leverage the strength of the
community to build schools and the strength of the
schools to build the community while also encouraging
the creation of a continuous learning environment in
kindergarten, elementary and junior and senior high
schools and university.

We are focused on the future of learning that uses ICT
on a daily basis and are working to develop an appealing
educational environment that balances scale and quality.

We also aim to increase community center lectures,
provide information, and expand the functions of hub
facilities to create a lifelong learning environment in
which a broad range of generations can learn and hold
activities. At the same time, we are promoting the “Wood
Education Project”, which uses the region's natural
resources. We are also working to create a city of people
who are enthusiastic about arts and culture, including
creating opportunities to experience the arts, and to
preserve and pass on our cultural assets.

We encourage lifelong sports activities through events
susch as our “Challenge Days” initiative, working in
collaboration with sports associations to promote
projects that strengthen the junior levels while striving
for the consistent development of athletes and creating a
lively city where people stay healthy through sports.

In addition, we are positioning Yurihonjo Arena in
Yurihonjo Sogobosai Park as a base for the promotion of
lifelong sports activities. Efforts are underway to develop
and promote the “playing”, “watching” and “supporting” of

[EARBER 4]
A Y

sports, as defined in the Basic Act on Sport, and we aim
to expand visits by tourists and the revitalization of the
region.
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Yurihonjo is a rowing town. We live along the Koyoshi River that flows through the city. There is a walking
trail on the banks of the river where people can refresh their minds and bodies while walking, jogging or
cycling. At the rowing center, there is Aqua Pal, a complex with a boathouse and training gym, making it a
rowing base for residents including junior and senior high school students. The rowing crews that participate
in the public regatta are also able to receive support from the members of the Koyoshikawa Rowing Federa-
tion in the form of courses and practical coaching from entry level until they reach a higher level. | think that
this favorable environment is the major driving force behind Yurihonjo's rapid progress even at the National
Municipal Exchange Regatta.

Our rowing crew, “Sohre Kushibiki”, is from Kushibiki in the Ishizawa district. We have worked together as
one to raise the spirits of the people of Kushibiki. This crew has participated in many tournaments and it was
very inspiring for us to experience victory. | think we have experienced rich, meaningful and worthwhile
lives. We are aiming to win both the public regatta and the National Municipal Regatta again in the future and
will continue to pursue our dreams.
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Since last year | have been teaching pastel art as a lifelong learning aide. | started instructing because |
wanted to create opportunities for people to enliven their minds by making artwork. More than drawing
pictures competently, the goal in the course is to pass the time enjoyably. There a ways that even beginners
can draw easily, so people of a wide range of ages can have fun. For example, or the the art supplies in the
course, we use materials that can be erased later. It is also important for people to be able to draw in their
favorite colors.

A picture is a unique experience to be treasured. By drawing pictures, we encounter parts of ourselves and
notice things we did not know. Refreshing ourselves by drawing pictures in a secure environment helps to
clear our minds. At the end of the course, | provide time for the participants to recognize and discuss the
good points in each other's works. When they accept each other through their pictures, it warms both
everyone’ s hearts. In the future | want the enjoyment to be transmitted from person to person and to
continue performing activities that bring cheer to the community.

REFRE, RIFHCESTRMEFIAHHEER. WOEBFRAFRAEOBRIWENNRZN, REMETEYE
BRI, 7ERSRET, ARLUAGRIFIOEFE, RESSNEBRENIL. BB MIKESE hEMRRInESE, B
RS R MEBRE - h =20, I, BEhERNEEMRRZEMSRIRIME. i, RERERASE
PIRERNEREE

REGE -2 (EREE—E, HERE) | . SREEANSRENRERNINES. FHSR LS EE,
RS0, BERNEBEOE, EEENRE, RETHRERRSEFRESZRNERE, SBEREIEZEEA, B
CHESROOBEESIER. &, HSEAREOEERITE, RREEAMZIEE. WERHEI.

iR E &S ICHDFER

I3 L &
CET

o £ 5
i 7>
B

EHI-IIk
o
)
0k
B

—

Q\
HIOE&

0\°+9H.
B C/ERIS O HF O >-cff o~ T

r\‘.C‘
AN C ARSI TRt [S—

AR ST L k5
Pk C

>F
b

I>CBEA [

B rrar o
A9
SO RSk | RO SRSt DBt S Dok

ST TRIA N
S
FrORRMS S & -SHE |, Fdhr iy
E R

AR O SRR [
ik Pk % D P S 2 < IR SH

SN S ANF RN AY
S AN/ L ek ok S FT IR e
O B C

EWOTEEa i KIS IR =
TS =—\IN « AMI| /L

REEE NS R

H
L) ® 5
N j] N
2% A L
A £ E —
\\ b)jj % AN
e L &

N

=
>

igEZL. HEHSBINDEROWERELT

AANEREREZ R EZS
EREEHES IR O —T ¢ x —
T—DHAILT AMOV ATy R, A5
T4 T EOEERHEZ L TVWET, T, Higa
22254 - AVIED R ETHEEEBHISE
L. i corFLEHROR LEZR >TWVWET,

OfREE. HEDH L. FREMWKICLDEH

T EEMELTLET.
{FEE) | OXDUPEIT 1 TED. HTOKYI
. J \

: L OBMLTLET.

. B | ommonrcr r&ox70Vxs M [BMT
U T (BATABYBIEL) | OEBERT
e VET.

S OEKEADALETATET. AERLPB
| gpE | ZETBALTEBTSCORgENOR
\ | BARESTLET,

C OB OMOPHESERICEIT SN, BEh
BEROLY - #IFH I VIS DBH > TVET,

AR=YICEBERTRARLEE S5O

emellle
A(EB)E

o0k < A CRERE RN A U Fh SN

HBLEE Y SODRRBIR
SBEEBEFCRROADLY

In Yurihonjo we promote educational activities centered around community schools rooted in hometown
education. This includes activities in which students learn how our ancestors lived and regional traditions are
passed down through exchanges, and experiential activities that highlight the community.

Parents and guardians collaborate with regional residents to discuss basic school management policies in
the School Management Council. They work to leverage the strength of the community to support the
schools and the strength of the schools to build the community.

Through the designation of “community schools”, many residents are able enthusiastically participate,
enriching the schools’ functions while also promoting initiatives to work closely with the children, teaching
and guiding them, on a foundation of the hometown and the community.
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Our goal is to build a society in which every resident 24 ZENES H 5 =
provides mutual respect to others and shares responsi- 24 TEDFREDBBERR E BLHERBE D HRTHEE
bilities, with all residents playing an active role regard- o ~s — N, = N =g
less of gender, age or nationality, where residents can /T\—A’\—‘/’Cd)'lﬁiﬁﬁffﬁ m T‘EAM’%BZ%% |—5E§E7/1‘J 0)7.]' /7’( /E%/ﬁ

demonstrate their full potential and gender equality is
reached in even more fields and organizations.
Furthermore, because increasing visits by tourists leads
to the creation of a lively community and the revitaliza-
tion of the regional economy, we are working to further
improve exchange projects such as international and
domestic friendship cities that make use of regional
resources and to support activities in non-governmental

organizations. At the same time, we intend to implement a
variety of exchange activities in which many residents
can participate in collaboration with Akita Prefectural
University and Akita International University.

We are also making further improvements in our consid-
eration of non-Japanese people in the environment we
provide so that non-Japanese visitors and residents can
safely and securely stay and live here, and are proceed-

[(BEAEKHES]

ing with a variety of initiatives from a multicultural point
of view.

Moreover, we are working towards building a city
governed autonomously by its residents based on a
suitable sharing of responsibilities with the administration,
where each and every resident is aware of “protecting
our own hometown and passing it on to our children”,
developing public awareness of autonomous government
and training leaders, and with the city planning council
taking on regional challenges.

In addition, we consider the administration of municipal
government from the standpoint of residents, the proac-
tive activities of residents and the private sector, and the
provision of efficient and effective administrative
services as the three sides forming the triangle of gover-
nance. And therefore, we are implementing city planning
policies that are always focused on the future in order to
achieve our vision.

To encourage cooperation between residents and the
public and private sectors and promote the expanded
disclosure of administrative data and the streamlining of
work, we are introducing widespread ICT technology
such as the digitalization of administrative procedures
and striving to improve convenience for residents.
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The hina doll city tour is an event in which every household and shop displays their tiered platforms of hina
dolls, facing them towards the street. Some displays have old, historic dolls and we hope you will enjoy a
glimpse of the history that is carved into them. The Ishiwaki Kotokukan Hall displays The hina doll city tour is

' .ﬂl‘
.qjt'
o
NET
%4 S0
"
il

TERLTWT. hICRE<ELEOHZAMEHY . WENTE ' ™ T Ty
CEEAEMRONB L BATES > TLET. BRLTL _ "Tx L3 ; i
et g SRS NAINEI - 1 1o; rExnilissmiakclenzirns (X
o ‘I 3 Fﬁ$l_-h_(')9~\ °60)5L\U'9b—(ﬁ7:52?a—|tl_ﬁ
LAY (EH) BHY . K CADFLICRICKTESO>TVET, D 11 BHeEWRE<EZ B EARETDNBLEDD E
BT, WEO—KEERFIEDHICLT. ARTHE TRAD ELZTVNoH xd 0B ECRES
ANV MIBBHLTVET, FUTROSEBY &, HiiH B E BTR "Z2icEBAS "7& "SEHEVAES =|
EBLUBHOHIBLENSTET, FEBREL SADFAHE (R B ETHEIEL YSHAEEDERLD s
ML T<RTOELE, ) B L BESESLH JEE2RO5TDES a8
£ AERTHER, RELEUD. BRTARLTLSE BT GE0 Png2S8 Zmas 2" iR 1))
DET. BADERZHIBOESAICRTW S BZ2ESI L ) TER BERFTOLS SHAEZIOANR O#ME
T RO LVAHEERE D E LT B E > PIFIBNIEERST i‘& T 08 (FEYR) Ex-_CSxsu Lo - 3
A Lt g [ 7% $ T3 - - i = A N . 5
LET. BEBELY AL TRARERS] S>khnm e AE LBDI7FE B ECLARE JER 5

Y '
—
-

%‘ -
o9 0k

ACERT—CSAR A
ORI ORMEI IR

an event in which every household and shop displays their tiered platforms of hina dolls, facing them towards
the street. Some displays have old, historic dolls and we hope you will enjoy a glimpse of the history that is
carved into them. The Ishiwaki Kotokukan Hall displays cute hina dolls made by nursery school children as
well as hanging decorations, and many people come to look at them.

In the summer, one block of the area is closed to traffic and there are events in which you can dress in a
cotton yukata and take a walk in the cool of the evening. In the streets illuminated by paper lanterns, you Eﬁmﬂﬁﬁfiu b;

o HHC A < i

BmAEHAITIOI 5

can get a sense of the townscape as you stroll, and many people - young and old, men and women - join in.
At exhibitions of works such as photos and paintings created by hobbyists, these works can be seen by
everyone in the community, and we also hope that creating these spaces will become an opportunity to stir —Ts
up the desire for the next new creation. People come not only from the Ishiwaki district, but from other parts 1&&* _t—g/,,
of the city and beyond as friends invite friends.
Not only the committee members but the whole community is working to revive Ishiwaki. It would be

wonderful if this makes participants smile and becomes a trigger for what they do next. iﬂigjf&g V) EFBE=D. ﬁ(: ITOLETS < V)., Bl [1;§2€T‘ﬁ i)
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The Yurihonjo city council is composed of 26 members. As decentralization progresses, the council BFAHHZER262HEEN. ERSHEFEREZP, (FRREMRETHIEIZ, BIFARERENER
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1 \ N o plays an important role as a conduit between residents and the administration and also as the institution 5 | I . kA b S, SERE, BElS o
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Extending from Sarukura Hot Spring at the foot of Mount Chokai, the Sarukuraguchi
Hiking Route offers visitors an opportunity to experience the unique flora and fauna
of the mountain, including a special variant of the Arenaria merckioides flower. On
clear nights, guests of Sarukura Hot Spring can enjoy spectacular views of Mount
Chokai under a starry sky. For dinner, experience the delicious taste of Akita Yuri
Gyu beef.
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1. A view of Mount Chokai as seen from a field of blooming rhododendron in the Kuwanokidai Wetland.
2. Enjoy spring skiing and snowboarding at Mount Chokai.

3. Jersey cattle grazing on an expansive pasture.

4. Spectacular autumn colors as seen from Uguisugawa Ohashi Bridge.
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Mount Chokai - A sacred mountain believed to be the home of the gods

Straddling Akita and Yamagata prefectures, Mount Chokai towers at a height of 2,236 meters, making it
the second tallest border mountain in the Tohoku region. Due to its conical shape, Mount Chokai offers
spectacular views from its summit, particularly of Mount Iwate and the three mountains of Dewa. At sunrise,
it famously casts a triangular shadow (called “The Shadow Chokai”) on the Sea of Japan.

The mountain is home to many unique alpine flora, including a variant of the Arenaria merckioides flower.
Long regarded as a sacred mountain and home of the gods, Mount Chokai boasts an extensive cultural
legacy.
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In addition to being a well-known spot for fishing, lwaki Island Park combines a
harbor-side park, rest area, hot spring, restaurant and auto campground.
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1. Honjo Marina in the summer. Experience one of the best ‘long-beaches’ in the prefecture.

2. Honjo Marina is located beside a fully-serviced auto campground. Enjoy fishing, swimming and all kinds
of marina sports.

3. Enjoy the spectacular sight of yachts and motorboats on the water, and experience the joy of
recreational marine activities.

1. BEfAHEMarina, BAEIETHNRDE.
2 fEAFMarinasS BB E R EEES. TREEN. BKASTSES HESLE.
3. AITRALIAS. EETRESBREASARIE. B HREMARIARRILE.

FTHRLVEECED S D

A, AE. BEORMEIX. BEROR
BEELVWYEDPELDHDY -2 EBOTL
£Y ., KEYU—FBKASDSIEREBELUDY
2% [BARDBEKAHE8RE] ICRESNTL
FY. Y-AVICREZLLOREENPT D >
AR=VEHE LEEBLBTHRLOVLZAEE
T Y MHRBISEFDIAREROENET

B EFERTHNOENDEIBKEE. &
PELVEBEFEELTERTY . RBTE!
PENIVFESHRD L TEK
EZEDNTEET.

ashore
f lwaki, Honjo and Nishime all boast fine beaches with
sunset views. Celebrated for its views of Mount Chokai, Honjo
a Beach is recognized as one of Japan’ s 88 best beaches. During
armer months, it is a popular destination for families and young

‘marine-sports enthusiasts. Its waters are even frequented by splendid

yachts.

Known for its striking landscape, Michikawa Beach is famous for its
beautiful sunsets and crystal-clear shallow waters that are safe for
bathers of all ages.
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Known for its expansive shallow waters, Nishime Beach is also recognized as one of
Japan’ s 100 most beautiful beaches. Experience inflatable water-walking balls,
tubing and other recreational marine activities.
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Fresh air and subterranean water from Mount Chokai each  SFERRAEEEEEESEXBENEHE
contribute to the brewing of delicious local sake. There are FRIKT HEGRWBEAHE, BRATEHLE:

four sake breweries in Yurihonjo. Enjoy the delicious taste —ERIE— TR AR S S H R A A,
of sake brewed according to time-honored traditions.
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Boat Plaza - Aqua Pal

Aqua Pal is an event space and regional center for
boating and canoeing. Visitor’ s to its information
center can learn about local bodies of water, and
become more familiar with the Koyoshi River.
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Located in front of Aqual Pal, Yusui Park is a great
place to go running, walking or fishing. It is also home
to the Honjo River Festival and Fireworks Display.
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Koyoshi River - The life-giving water of the lush and magnificent Mount Chokai

With its source in the border mountain of Mount Chokai, the Koyoshi River brings together
several mountain streams, flowing in a north-westerly direction through the old towns and
villages of Yashima, Yuri and Honjo, before emptying into the Sea of Japan.

The Koyoshi River is famous for fishing in a region celebrated for its time-honored fishing
techniques. Spring is the season for catching ice goby in nets, while early summer is the
perfect time for catching ayu midstream, and yamame trout and char upstream. In winter, in
addition to catching sculpin, lampray and mitten crab, local fishers engage in drive-fishing to
catch carp. Whatever your fancy, the Koyoshi River offers a robust food culture that is rich in
seasonality.
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Yurihonjo city Cultural center KADARE
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Celebrated for its excellent acoustics and convertible architecture, the
multi-function convention hall Kadare houses a wide-variety of facilities to meet
the diverse needs of Yurihonjo's citizens, including a library, public meeting
rooms, a gallery, music studio, practice rooms and a planetarium.
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Folk entertainment center MAIRE
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The MAIRE Folk Entertainment Center was built with the intention of fostering the
traditional artistic talents of future generations. The big screen in its lecture hall
is used to project folk art performances, and its exhibition room displays some
150 local artifacts, including expressive bangaku masks and 360-year-old lion
masks.
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Yurihonjo general disaster prevention park Yurihonjo Arena
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Yurihonjo’s Nices Arena is a fully-equipped citizens’ disaster-relief center. Built as a temporary shelter in

Yurihonjo General Disaster Prevention Park, the arena possesses on-site generators capable of supplying Boasting the largest floor-area in the Tohoku region, and equipped with a
three-days worth of electricity, a rainwater storage tank, an emergency sewage tank, and a disaster pantry ceiling-mounted video screens, the Main Arena is able to house a maximum of 5000
stocked with supplies and emergency rations. persons. Nices Arena is also the site of professional sports games and other inspiring

events that will foster the next generation. *As of October 2019
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g o i — o s = -y 1. A delightful museum born on the premises of the former Ayukawa Elementary School.
1. IB&) I NERIRE ICHE L FEEND I 12— T s 2. Enjoy the taste of locally-produced rice at the Kino Kitchen Cafe.
3. Play on a large locally-produced jungle gym at the Mori no Hiroba Indoor Park.

2. ﬂﬁﬁ:fiﬂétﬁ t?’)‘;% L®HBFvF>H7 xkino 4. Experience the nostalgic atmosphere of an old school building.
5. Discover a wide-array of wooden toys in the Asobi no Heya Playroom.
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The 'kitamaebune' were sailing vessels that traversed the Sea of Japan from the middle of the Edo period to the Meiji era. EE g tﬁ‘j* ‘t—ﬁﬂh\ R'\.ﬁ “‘ﬁ/\é M
Laden with commercial goods, they did business in ports from Hokkaido to Osaka. Many kitamaebune sailed in and out of - - -
the Koyoshi River, which flows through Yurihonjo, loading and unloading at Ishikawa Harbor (of the Kameda Domain) and 5 MR
Furuyuki Harbor (of the Honjo Domain). For the sake of the sailors who worked these ships, both harbors were flanked by
shipping agencies, inns, restaurants and an entertainment district, all of which created a very lively atmosphere. With skill
and tenacity, the commoners who manned the kitamaebune are said to have amassed great fortunes doing business at
ports along the Sea of Japan. Significantly, this was during a time when only warriors were given a prominent place in
Japanese society, so there was no shortage of people wanting to become sailors to achieve the dream of striking it rich.

In addition to commercial goods, kitamaebune also carried all kinds of culture. Cotton ends and old clothing brought back
in large quantities from the south was later re-purposed, using ‘sashiko’ embroidery. into work-clothes that benefited the
farmers of Honjo and Yuri. ‘Echizen tiles’ were originally used as ballast to stabilize ships, but they were later widely sold
as general goods, and the technique for making them passed down from generation to generation. Such tiles can still be
found on the roofs of temples, shrines and old merchant homes all over the region.
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Located on the mountain behind the Chokaisan Wooden Toy Museum,
Ayu no Mori Park is a living, breathing forest for carefree play.
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Mt Chokai, a large stratovolcano Iocated on the border of Akita Prefecture and Yamagata
Prefecture with an altitude of 2,236 meters, is-the highest independent peak in the North-
east. From ancient times, its imposing figure and repeated volcanic activity overlapped with
unstable security so it was worshipped at the Omonoimi Shrine established there. As an old
guardian of the nation, in the Middle Ages it was revered as the mountain of central faith of
Dewa province, and in modern times it has been further worshipped as an agricultural deity
and as a result it has been popularized on one hand as the "Fuji of Dewa". It has been an
important position in people's lives and spiritual support even while being feared. In the
Middle Ages, Mt. Chokai worship trail was established after mountain ascetics established
bases of operations as starting points for pilgrimage trails. These six bases are located in
Fukura-Warabioka (Yuza Town, Yamagata Prefecture), Kodaki-Innai (Nikaho City, Akita
Prefecture), Takizawa-Yashima (Yurihonjo City). In modern times when Mt. Chokai began to
be worshipped as an agricultural deity, the “Chokai religious association” became organized
and the Mt. Chokai pilgrimage events were held frequently by believers called “Dosha”. Each
mountain ascetic established pilgrims’ lodgings and played an important role as pioneers in
taking the lead to the summit and the pilgrimage up Mt. Chokai was continued by Dosha until
1945, Each of these registered pilgrimage trail starting points and registered pilgrimage
trails are representative of the cultural heritage of Mt. Chokai and are extremely important
historic sites essential for understanding the reality of its religion, culture and faith.
<Government designated July 23, 2009>
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Yurihonjo is located in the south-west of Akita Prefec-
ture. To its south rises Mount Chokai; to its east, the
Dewa mountains. The top-class Koyoshi River flows
through it towards the Sea of Japan. It is a region
blessed with beautiful mountains and water, and is made
up of three distinct regions: a mountainous region, a
basin region and a coastal-plain region. Boasting an area
of 1,209.59kni, Yurihonjo covers 10.7% of the total land
area of Akita Prefecture.
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